Part I – Basic Cantonese Grammar
In general, all Chinese dialect-languages (including Cantonese) operate in the following manner:
	S           V           O

Subject                 Verb                   Object

我　　　　　  　食　　   　　   　飯

 I                       eat                    rice


This is very similar to English, and is different from, for example, Japanese and Korean, in which the S-O-V pattern (“I – rice – eat”) predominates.
Based on this fundamental pattern, you will learn to construct three other patterns:

1. X       hai5                      Y

(X is Y;  affirmative statements)
2. X      m’hai5           Y

(X is not Y;  negative statements)

3. X      hai5 m’hai5    Y

(X is Y or not? ;  rhetorical questions)
So let’s begin!!!

Pronouns

    我


       
    你

            
    佢
    ŋɔ5                 nei5                                 kœy5
    I                                           you                                     he/she

Note: the lazy way of saying ŋɔ5 is simply ɔ5.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Plural marker

地

dei6
-just like adding “s” or “es” after a noun in English to signify the plural form.  However, dei5 can only be used after the three pronouns: I, you, he/she.

我地                         你地                         佢地
       ŋɔ5 dei6                                   nei5 dei6                   kœy5 dei6
        we (us)                          you (plural)                       they
Memory tips: dei5  sounds like “they” (?!).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“One” / “Ones”

個




口的 
                         gɔ 3                                   di1
                         “one”


                 “ones”
呢個                         口個個                         邊個
nei1 gɔ 3*                               gɔ2 gɔ 3                     bin1 gɔ 3
        this one                           that one                       which one?

                                                               (a person or an object)
* Just for your interest: a “lazy way” to pronounce “this one” is yi1 go3, .  This happens to be almost identical to the Korean 이것, which has the same meaning!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Locations
度
dou6
“place”
呢度                         口個度                         邊度?
nei1 (yi1) dou6                 gɔ2 dou6                     bin1 dei6?
      this place                       that place                     which place?

         (here)                             (there)                          (where?)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Things / Objects
口野                        乜 口野 ?                        咩?
            ye5                                       me1ye5?                        mè? 
    thing(s)                    what [thing(s)]?             What [is that]?
-me1ye5 and mè can mean“what is that?” “what’s happening?” or simply “what?” – depending on the tone or the kind of softeners used.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pattern #1: Positive Statements

	  X         hai6        Y
Subject               Verb               Object

  X 　　　    　 係　　       　  Y

  X              is (to be)            Y


Pattern #2: Negative Statements

	X        m’hai6       Y
X 　   　　     唔係　    　    　 Y

X                 not is                 Y


	X        m’  adj.      
                     verb            
　    　    　  

X      [is]    not    adj.    
       [does]           verb


Pattern #3: Rhetorical Questions
	X     hai6  m’hai6    Y
X 　   　 係            唔  係　    　 Y

X            is  [or]  not is            Y


	adj.        m’   adj.?      
adj.      [or]    not     adj.?    
verb           m’   verb?      
verb     [or]     not    verb?



~~~To be or not to be……
