Hastings-Sunrise Public Realm Meeting

Thursday, May 11, 2006

Business Improvement Association Office

Meeting Notes

Chair:  Patrick Mueller

Notes:  Georgina Nicholson

City Staff:  Edna Cho

All Attendees:  10

Items & Discussion
Action, Deadline & Person Responsible

Side Street Project Design Charrette

Edna, Georgina & Frank Ducote met and walked on Hastings Street.  Every side street had pros and cons for improvements.  Penticton Street was chosen as the best street with which to start.  (Kamloops street may be next in line.)  The intention of the charrette is to produce a concept design so the committee can fundraise and apply for grants.

CIBC are planning changes as mature bushes are a problem.  McDonalds has a problem with garbage & in the maintenance of their plants.  A new produce shop is set to open beside McDonalds, its not clear how this may affect the space.
Attend Charrette:  Date, Time & Location:  June 8, 2006, 6:30 pm at BIA board room, 2 to 3 hours ~ All sub-committee members

Inform Penticton & Hastings Street businesses before next meeting ~ Patricia

Meet with Penticton Street businesses before next meeting ~ Patricia & Georgina

Photographs of Hastings Street Streetscape

Photographs, 200, has been scanned.  Work still in progress.
Complete streetscape ~ Edna.

Hastings Street Inventory 2000 to 2800 Block

BIA presented document summarizing inventory.

Window coverings identified as a problem, from security and aesthetics perspective.
Include “problem window coverings” in inventory. ~ Terri

Neighbourhood Centres Program Update

Patrick talked to Raymond Louie, could not reach Tim Stevenson.  Face to face meetings are important.  He recommended that the committee communicate with staff and all councilors.  June 27th is the tentative date when Council will make a decision about how to allocate existing planning resources and to determine priorities for planning.  This is the opportunity for the committee to  advocate that council allocate planning resources to the Neighbourhood Centres Program. Independent of that meeting, Haida, Patricia, Shirley and Patrick will continue to contact councillors and staff to advocate for NCP on Hastings Street.  

Shirley (chair of housing sub-committee) indicated the sub-committee is ready to recommend implementation of approved vision direction on houses with two suites.  She will bring this up at the next city plan committee meeting.  This may integrate with our efforts to bring the NCP to Hastings St.
Look for opportunities to leverage.  Housing is an important issue to emphasize - All

Obtain a copy of draft Council Report when available ~ Edna

Funding Sources

· FCM – provides grants for sustainable city projects – eg. improvements to soil, water, and air quality 

· Evergreen provides funding for native plants and provides assistance with planting design, maximum grant = $10,000.  www.evergreen.ca/en/cg/cg-funding.html

· Vancouver Foundation has grants up to ~ $20,000.  Qualification is a two stage process a) write a letter of inquiry describing project, if it qualifies then b) submit an application.  Takes four months to approve.  There are three application deadlines per year (first Friday in January, April and September, letter of inquiry is submitted 8 weeks prior to each deadline) www.vancouverfoundation.bc.ca

· VanCity grants (up to ~$5,000) must be sponsored by a Vancity member.  www.vancity.com/MyCommunity/CommunityFunding

· Vancity Award  is a single “big-splash” award of $1,000,000 for bold, innovative, self-sustaining projects.  Qualification is a two stage process a) submit a letter of intent b) submit formal proposal.  One deadline per year, letter of intent must be submitted early January.  The process takes 11 months.  www.vancity.com/MyCommunity/CommunityFunding
· Federation of Canadian Municipalities.  Provide infrastructure funding in the range of ~ $5,000,000.  Emphasis is on sustainable.  Could be used for Street Lights?
Investigate funding sources ~ All

Consider applying for listed grants by end of June, once we have a preliminary design for the side street project~ PM

Get info about funding from the Real Estate Board  ~ SH?

Find out about unique low energy lighting systems on the market ~PM

Communication with VANOC

Confirmed that there are no public benefits coming to Hastings-Sunrise from the Olympics.  Money going to Agrodome and Coliseum -- commercial buildings owned by city.  Strategy required. 

Dave Rudberg indicated he wants to have an open house with our community

Shirley volunteered to be the contact person between our committee and Dave Rudberg.
Establish communication link with Dave Rudberg, COV and VANOC.  Introduce Shirley to Dave Rudberg and provide contact info to Shirley ~ PM


Establish list/ideas of what Hastings-Sunrise wants ~ All 



Other Business

An opportunity exists to pilot a solar light (15 watts).  Edna asked for suggestions for pilot locations.  Suggested locations included:  entrance to Hastings Park (@ Renfrew), side street project.
Follow up with Office of Sustanainability of feasibility of suggested locations ~ Edna

Next Meeting ~ Charrette
June 8, 2006, 6:30 pm, BIA.  No further meetings until September.
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