Hastings-Sunrise Public Realm Meeting

Wednesday, October 11, 2006

Business Improvement Association Office

Meeting Notes

Chair:  Patrick Mueller

Notes:  Georgina Nicholson

City Staff:  Edna Cho

All Attendees:  Patrick, Georgina, Edna, Shirley, Steve, George, Virginia.

	Items & Discussion
	Action, Deadline & Person Responsible

	Neighbourhood Centres Program (NCP)

Hastings Sunrise successful candidate for the NCP.  Our community organized and worked hard to explain to city staff and council why Hastings needs the NCP now.   We went before council and asked for Hastings to be the next NCP recipient, and council agreed.  NCP allows implementation of Hastings Sunrise Community Vision Direction #18.   

Target area:  Hastings between Renfrew and Semlin, yet unknown how far into adjacent residential neighbourhood.  

Planner and team:  Michael White (senior planner) June Christy and Kathleen Kern.

Start:  Fall 2007.

Timeline:  18 to 24 month to complete.

Capital Funding:  2009-2011 capital budget.

Details:  Includes zoning changes, increased housing density, improvements to traffic, pedestrian lights and crossings.  Façade improvements to be lead by BIA.  Community input will be from residents within NCP area.

List of questions for planners required:

· How can façade guidelines be incorporated into NCP?

· Can there be variation to the current 4 story building type?

· Zoning changes?

· Boundary of NCP area/program?

· Are there any incentives for developers/builders?

· What specifically is available in the program?

· Who gets to participate and what is the weight of participation depending on where participant lives?

October 23 CityPlan AGM at HCC good venue to advertise and recruit for Public Realm committee and NCP.

Potential dates for meeting with planners:

· Wednesday, November 15th
· Tuesday, November 21st
· Wednesday, November 22nd
Information on ecodensity, zoning issues coming soon.  COV is trying to reduce number of zoning classifications. 

Streetscape description and photograph being compiled.

Sample material and information for street markings (Duratherm) viewed, given to Edna.
	Continue to compile & refine questions for planners. 

November meeting.

All committee members.

Advertise & recruit for PR committee & NCP November meetings. October 23, 2006, 7-9 pm. All members.

Confirm date.  ASAP.  Edna Cho.

Provide information when available.  Edna Cho.

Complete inventory.

November 2006.  Edna Cho.



	Vancouver Foundation Grant Application

Unfortunately grant application declined on the basis that CityPlan Public Realm is not a registered charity.  Query if there is a charity with which PR could align? ~ HCC, HCA, HPC, Kiwassa?  VF will not fund capital project, also a problem.
	Talk to Paul Calderhead, HCC.

Patrick Mueller.

ASAP.

	Other Funding

Real estate board grant program another potential donor, especially if project includes community building.  Possible mock street changes, performance art, street festival could be part of project.

Municipal grant program targets environmentally sustainable projects, not exactly a good fit with PR goals.

Public Art Grant still another possibility.
	

	COV Engineering Projects & VANOC

Hasting Street (Nanaimo to Boundary) and north sidewalks (Nanaimo to Slocan) slated for re-paving &/or replacement, timeline unknown due to heavy demand on COV engineering.  

Sidewalk stamp will be made, input required.

Timeline for Renfrew Street improvements will become clear in a few weeks after COV Engineering prioritizes projects (heavy demand currently crews booked until 2010).  

VANOC/Olympics open house planned in 2007.
	Update as details known.

On going.  Edna Cho.

Provide input on sidewalk stamp.  Patrick, Virginia, Shirley (back-up).

Update as details known.  Edna Cho.

	Workplan

The workplan is out of date, some items are completed, or nearing completion, others are no longer required as a result of the NCP coming to Hastings North.  
	Develop/Update the workplan after our next meeting.

	Where Do We Go From Here?  Ideas…

· Work on boulevard gardens.

· Become a monitoring group to play larger role in vision implementation for redevelopment along Hastings St., especially between now and when the NCP is completed.

· Arrange walking tours with experts like John Atkin.  

There is a group doing informal walking tours of the neighbourhood on Tuesday mornings leaving from HCC.

· Arrange bus tour of old streetcar routes.

· Start BIA in Vancouver Heights area along Hastings from Cassiar to Boundary.

· Work on Public Realm at First and Renfrew neighbourhood centre.

· Develop special signs, public art projects for Hastings North neighbourhood centre.

· Continue to target side street project with BIA & participation of business(s) for successful completion of project.

· Work on Public Realm in the Residential areas.

Inventory of residential area may be next.
	Contact George for more information.

Continue to work on PR side street project.  Need to determine something specific to focus on, get input from NCP and funding agencies.  All committee members.  On going.

Finalize what the group will work on at our next meeting, as per input from (hopefully) new community members and the NCP team.

	Next Meetings

CityPlan AGM October 23, 2006 6:30-9:00 pm HCC

Public Realm with Planners, date TBA
	Attend meetings.  All committee members.
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