Hastings-Sunrise Public Realm Meeting

Thursday, March 15, 2007

Hastings Community Centre

Meeting Notes

Chair:  Patrick Mueller

Recorder:  Georgina Nicholson

City Staff:  Edna Cho

BIA:  Patricia Barnes 

Attendees:  13 recorded on attendance sheet

Acronyms:

BIA
Business Improvement Association

COV
City of Vancouver

GVRD
Greater Vancouver Regional Development

HCC
Hastings Community Centre

NCP
Neighbourhood Centre Program

PR
Public Realm

VH
Vancouver Heights

Items & Discussion
Action, Person Responsible & Deadline

PR Mandate

Ideas formed during brainstorming session from February 7th meeting accepted as PR mandate.


2007 Work Plan

$1000 secured for PR from CityPlan budget.  Can be used for tours and training.  Committee can request for more funding as required.


Heritage Walking Tours:  Lead ~ Armin 

with assistance from Bonnie, Hugh, George, Ray

It may be possible to get John Atkin, well known City historian, to lead a heritage walk in the community.

Long time Hastings Sunrise residents are a good source of historical information.

Focus of walk can be on architecture, homes of famous residents, historical events.

Two hours is the typical duration of a walk.

Walk tentatively planned for July.


Contact John Atkins

· Hugh

· Before April meeting

Talk to senior residents

· All

· On going

Decide on walk focus and date

· Armin et al

· Before July

Side Street /Public Art Project:  Lead ~ Georgina with assistance from Patrick, Patricia, Claude, Richard

Funding possibilities are being reviewed.

Budget for NCP PR improvements, but will not be constructed until next Capital Plan.

Unfortunately COV Public Art Grants program is currently under review.

Must take general concepts such as those presented at the Charette with Frank Ducote and transform them into concrete ideas which reflect community values.

Next capital plan is 2009 so other sources of funding required for earlier project completion.

BIA working on sidewalk stamp design and installation of ‘Our Community Story’ tiles.  

Trees on Hastings St. a problem and may have to be removed and replaced.  Roots have raised sidewalks and caused sewer problems.

Light poles to be painted community colour gold next year.

Can schools get involved e.g. mosaic projects, like those in Sunset?

Bulges very expensive.

Hasting St. paving cancelled.

(Georgina not available until April.)
Review funding sources

· Georgina et al

· Before April meeting

Liaise with COV staff and BIA re: stamp design

· Edna

· March

Neighbourhood Centre Boundaries:  Lead ~ Patrick with assistance from Patricia, Shirley

Necessary to take social elements (schools, community centres, parks) and connect them.  Connections not always obvious.

Adanac to Oxford or Cambridge St. with “spikes” suggested.  Victoria to Commercial, although not part of Hastings Sunrise, considered.

Rule of thumb from COV ~ 5 minute walk around commercial strip.

Rough draft of map completed.

When boundaries established, re-zoning and increased density with funds for PR improvements available.
Finalize boundaries

· Patrick et al

· By April meeting

Public Realm Tour:  Lead ~ Shirley with assistance from Patrick, Patricia, Claude, Steve

Go on tour of area with similar context is important, i.e., 4 lane arterial such as Broadway, Hastings in Burnaby, Kingsway, 41 st Ave, and Knight

Other areas of interest include: Oak, Fraser, Lonsdale, SW Marine Dr.  Collingwood around 29th Ave Station

Hastings Community Centre and Kiwassa has vans that can be rented.
Arrange tour route, date, time and transportation

· Shirley

· May 2007

Bike Tour:  Lead ~ Ray

Suggestion to do bike tour, with similar purpose as heritage walking tour
Formulate plan & enlist volunteers

· Ray

Monitoring of Development along Hastings:  Lead ~ Patricia with assistance from Patrick

Bosa application expected soon.

Holiday Inn restaurant reverting to pub.

Excavated site on north side of Hastings St. across from Bell site dangerous with fallen fence and large pool of water.  COV notified. 
Continue to update PR committee

· Patricia

· On going

Vancouver Heights:

VH cannot be merged with Hastings St., Renfrew to Semlin.  Not likely that VH can easily climb up the NCP list.

Aragon project started and may be source of improvements and businesses wanting to improve PR.

Water mains being replaced, unknown who is responsible, GVRD or other authority.  Greening with these projects not automatic.

Cassiar-Hastings St. corners unsightly, need improvements.

Kootney and Skeena both extra wide streets with potential for Blooming Boulevard project.

Windsor & 28th or 29th good example of boulevard project.  Neighbours do plantings with grant and COV supplies compost material.
Review options

· Bev & neighbours

· On going

Next Meeting Thursday, April 19th,Wed, May 2, 7 pm, HCC
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