Request for Letter of Support

Who:  Public Realm sub-committee  (patrick.mueller@telus.net)

What:  Vancouver Parks Board Neighbourhood Matching Fund (October 31 2007 deadline)

Why:  To raise money for the installation of sculptural benches on Kamloops at Hastings (Benchmark)

Thanks for agreeing to write a letter of support for our project!

Background

The Public Realm group is a sub-committee of the City Plan Committee for Hastings-Sunrise.  Community members (residents and the Hastings North Business Improvement Association) created the group in February 2006, and we volunteer our time to implement Hastings-Sunrise vision directions regarding public realm improvements in our community.  

Our overall goal along Hastings Street is to improve public areas to make them more useable and attractive for all community members.  We want to encourage the use of the Hastings Street public areas as places to gather and recreate, rather than places to pass through.  To meet that objective we are developing projects to implement vision directions 18.10 (Improve the Area’s Appearance) and 18.13 (Better Utilize Wide Side Streets).  

To develop our project we have held several community workshops over the past two years. Based on the community input from that process we developed Benchmark, a proposal to install sculptural benches on Kamploops at Hastings.  Phase one of the project involves the intallation of “story” benches composed of glazed brick, “story” tile, and concrete.  Cobblestones, recycled from a soon to be demolished (nearby) heritage wall, will be used as paving to define the area where the benches.  Extensive community participation is planned for material preparation and installation.  The outcome will be an installation with visual and historical appeal that can be used for seating, gathering and play. 

Benchmark integrates with other community art intiatives in the area:  the Our Community Story mosaics that will be installed on Hastings Street, and the story benches being installed at Hastings School.  The project will be led by community artists with proven experience in developing and completing community art projects.  

Letter of Support

Your letter of support should include points that highlight the following topics (highlight how you see your organiztation contributing to the implementation of this project)

· Capacity building in communites,

· Strengthening connections among neighbours,

· Hands-on participation of community residents and businesses (work parties, design workshops, neighbourhood planning meetings, etc.)
· Developing community leadership,

· Local pride in improving the public space,

· Implemention of the community vision that was developed by the community alomost five years ago.
Excerpts from the Hastings-Sunrise Community Vision

18.10 Improve the Area’s Appearance

The appearance of the Hasting Sunrise/North shopping area should be improved through efforts of private owners, the BIA, and the City (e.g. street furniture, murals, public art, sculpture, bike racks, public notice boards, directory to the area, drinking fountains). Special streetscape treatment and ‘branding’ should be implemented to enhance the identity, cultural heritage, and viability of the shopping area.
18.13 Better Utilize WideSide Streets

The extra wide (100') road allowances of side streets (such as Kamloops, Penticton, Slocan, Kaslo) are a major opportunity to create public spaces, to bring greater amenity and greening to the area, and to provide a respite from the noise of Hastings. Emphasis should be placed on the development of these as public spaces, rather than seeking public space in larger developments.
24.6 Public Art

There should be more public art in parks and public spaces.
� � HYPERLINK http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/planning/cityplan/Visions/hs/vision.htm ��http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/planning/cityplan/Visions/hs/vision.htm�


� � HYPERLINK http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/planning/cityplan/Visions/hs/pdf/neighcentres.pdf ��http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/planning/cityplan/Visions/hs/pdf/neighcentres.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK http://vancouvercommunity.net/lists/d_read/hsc-list/Public%20Realm%20Sub-Committee/Side%20Street%20Designs%20/2007%20Benchmark/2007%20Oct%2025%20Benchmark%20Preliminary%20Proposal.pdf ��http://vancouvercommunity.net/lists/d_read/hsc-list/Public%20Realm%20Sub-Committee/Side%20Street%20Designs%20/2007%20Benchmark/2007%20Oct%2025%20Benchmark%20Preliminary%20Proposal.pdf�


� Media Undefined.  Artists:  Alison Maddaugh and Jaimie Robson. � HYPERLINK http://www.mediaundefined.ca/ ��http://www.mediaundefined.ca/�





